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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 063340 

STADIS/////////////////////// 


E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, CH 

SUBJECT: SUGGESTED LUNCHEON IN RANGOON WITH AMBASSADOR 
WOODCOCK 

REF: RANGOON 813 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS NO OBJECTION TO PROPOSED LUNCHEON, 
SUBJECT TO AMBASSADOR WOODCOCK’S OWN WISHES. 

2. NORMALLY, CHINESE REPRESENTATIVES AOROAD HAVE NOT 
ACCEPTED SOCIAL INVITATIONS FROM US COUNTERPARTS. 

RECENTLY, HOHEVER, US DEEENSE ATTACHES IN SEVERAL PLACES 
(INCLUDING RANGOON) HAVE FOUND PRC MILITARY ATTACHES 
RECEPTIVE TO SUCH SOCIAL EXCHANGES. IT IS STILL UNCLEAR 
WHETHER THESE MORE RELAXED PRC GUIDELINES EXTEND TO 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 063340 

CONTACTS WITH US CIVILIAN DIPLOMATS BUT WE BELIEVE THAT 
THE PRESENCE OE AMBASSADOR WOODCOCK IN RANGOON MIGHT 
PROVIDE A USEEUL OPPORTUNITY TO TEST THE WATER. 

3. WHILE WE ASSUME THAT LUNCHEON, IE IT OCCURS, WILL BE 
TREATED AS SOCIAL OCCASION, ONE POSSIBLE TOPIC OP 
CONVERSATION WHICH COULD BE DISCREETLY BROACHED WOULD BE 
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THE RUMORED PRC PROPOSAL FOR AN ASIAN UNITY CONFERENCE 
THAT MAY HAVE BEEN RAISED DURING PRC VICE PREMIER TENG 
HSIAO-PING'S VISIT TO RANGOON (RANGOON 424). THUS FAR, 

PRC REPRESENTATIVES IN HONG KONG AND ELSEWHERE HAVE 
DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH A PROPOSAL, SUGGESTING THAT IF 
THERE IS ANY BASIS FOR THE RUMOR, THE CHINESE ARE 
HANDLING THE MATTER VERY DISCREETLY. ANY LIGHT PRC 
AMBASSADOR COULD THROW ON THE SUBJECT WOULD BE OF OBVIOUS 
INTEREST. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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